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Our 4th Parish Priest

Fr. Ernest Simmons
1969-1970

F r. Simmons was
appointed parish
priest on 14th January
1969. He was born on
31st July 1922 in Napier,
one of seven children,
attended Sacred Heart
College, Auckland Uni-
versity and Training
College and became a
teacher by profession. Fr. Simmons served in the
Army and Navy during World War II. He entered
Mosgiel in 1948, studied at the Irish College in Rome
1949-1953 and was ordained in Rome on 28th
February 1953. Father Simmons served in Ponsonby
parish 1953-1954, began working for Zealandia from
1955, becoming Editor from 1963-1969.

He authored several books:

The Fathers and Doctors of the Church, Kingdom
Come; Let’s Face It; The Bible Tells Us, A Brief
History of the Catholic Church in New Zealand; In
Cruce Salus; Pompallier Prince of Bishops and God
Became Man.

On 25th October 1970 at Papakura, Father
Simmons was taken to hospital with a coronary.
Father Terry Leslie was appointed locum in Papakura
and Father Simmons was appointed to Chanel Institute
and Loretto Hall Teachers Training College in 1971.
From 1973-1984 he was the Diocesan Archivist and
Diocesan Chancellor from 1984-1992. Father
Simmons died on 25th March 1993.

The times - they are achanging!

t’s likely that Fr. Von

Rotter was the very last
priest to offer the Latin
Mass at St. Mary’s,
Papapkura. Vatican II
changes were brought in
gradually so Fr. Simmons
may have begun his term
at Papakura by being the
first priest to introduce
some modest alterations
to the liturgy. However,
it wasn’t untill the days
of Fr. Tom Ryder that
Vatican II got into “full
swing”.

Fr. Simmons did
permit the first para-
liturgy. This was held in
November 1980 when a
neighbourhood CCD
group in the Rosehill
area offered a para-
liturgy as a trial and it
was considered to be
successful.

Para-liturgies were
not held again in the
parish until August 1982.

Paul Crombach

The first lay Minister
of Holy Communion in
the parish was Paul
Crombach, (father of
Jovita Parker). Two
years later, Maureen
France became the very
first lay woman to
become a Minister of
Holy Communion - and
the first lay woman in the
parish to be given a
ministry normally con-
sidered to be that of the
priest.

Fr. Terry Leslie - Parish Locum
November 1970 - January 1971

Fr. Leslie was born in Inglewood 1927 and
ordained to the priesthood on 24th July 1955. He
was appointed Locum in Papakura after Fr. Ernie
Simmons suffered a coronary heart attack. Fr. Thomas
Ryder was then appointed Parish Priest.

Our 16th
Parish Priest

Fr. John Jolliffe
2023

Our 17th
Parish Priest

Fr. Nathaniel
Brazil
2023-2024
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Parish properties in the “olden days” of Papakura




